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Statement in Support of
H.R. 5036, “The Emergency Assistance for Secure Elections Act of 2008”

The National Election Data Archive urges Congress to pass the Emergency Assistance for Secure Elections
Act in order to provide funds for states to replace in-auditable paperless voting systems with independently
auditable voter-marked paper ballot voting systems; make pre-printed paper ballots available at the polls;
conduct independent checks (audits) of the accuracy of machine-counted election results; and conduct
manual hand counts of paper ballots.

Winners of elections control budgets, policies, and contracts controlling millions to trillions of dollars. Yet
U.S. elections not subjected to independent audits like government, military, business, and religious entities
routinely are! The lack of independent checks of the accuracy of machine vote counts permits undetected
fraud, innocent errors, and machine failures to determine the winners of elections rather than voters.

H.R. 5036 will encourage common-sense voting systems. Relying on computers to do what would
normally take an able-bodied person ten minutes once or twice per year, wastes money and makes U.S.
elections susceptible to long polling place lines, electronic failures, power outages, programming errors,
undetectable vote fraud, and denial of service attacks.

H.R. 5036 will save taxpayer monies within four years. Studies show that the initial costs of replacing
digital recording electronic (DRE) voting machines with new optical scan paper ballot systems is repaid
within four years by reductions in election administration costs, and then saves much taxpayers’ money.

H.R. 5036 will help bring back an American tradition that privatizing election administration has
replaced - the American tradition of “publicly”” counting ballots. By funding publicly-observable post-
election manual audits, H.R. 5036 would deter vote fraud and detect and correct human error in the machine
counts, bringing back public oversight of election integrity.

H.R. 5036 will help to ensure the accuracy of election outcomes. Any system which lacks a routine
procedure for detecting and correcting error is inevitably inaccurate. H.R. 5036 would fund independently
auditable paper ballot voting systems and manual audits of the 2008 November elections.

There is nothing more important to the health of U.S. democracy or to the well-being of humanity, than the
integrity of American democracy which allows peaceful transition of the control over government.

Please pass H.R. 5036 “The Emergency Assistance for Secure Elections Act of 2008” soon.
Information on HR5036 is posted at http://holt.house.gov/HR 5036.shtml

Thank You! ‘7(50%7 D. i
About the National Election Data Archive: The National Election Data Archive has been organized for educational
and scientific purposes of promoting fair and accurate elections by promoting public access to election records and
data and by developing technology and mathematical methods to detect voter disenfranchisement and vote count
inaccuracy. Such methods include independent manual vote count audits, exit poll discrepancy analysis, public
release and scientific analysis of election data, and the public release of election records necessary to verify the
integrity of elections. NEDA is a non-profit organization that relies heavily on the donation of time by its volunteers,
many of whom are mathematicians or statisticians. Our web site is http://electionarchive.org where this document is
posted at http://electionarchive.org/ucvAnalysis/US/paper-audits/supporting-HR5036.pdf

Kathy Dopp, Executive Director
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